DEBBIE BOND ~ HEARTS ARE WILD

LABEL: BLUES ROOT PRODUCTIONS

RELEASE DATE: NOVEMBER 8, 2011

DISTRIBUTION: CD BABY
"Just as fine wines are bettered with age, the same can be said of Debbie Bond’s Hearts Are Wild. Hearts Are Wild shows her songwriting has reached full natural growth." Jerry Henry, Planet Weekly
Blowing aside every stereotype, blues & roots singer, guitarist and songwriter Debbie Bond embodies her music with pure authenticity. Born into a musical family in California, she also lived in Germany, Holland, England, Scotland and West Africa, where she made her performing debut at 13. Settling in Alabama, she worked closely with many blues greats, including Johnny Shines and Willie King (to whom the CD is dedicated) while also devoting herself to the award-winning Alabama Blues Project. Hearts Are Wild is a deep soul record that seduces the listener with uncommon passion.

With her personal and professional partner Rick Asherson (keyboards, harp, background vocals) and James “Mr. B” Brown (bass, guitar, background vocals), Dave Crenshaw (drums, percussion), Brad Guin (tenor sax), Chad Fisher (trombone), Rob Alley (trumpet) and Brice Miller (trumpet), Bond inhabits 10 originals co-written with Asherson, along with two cover tunes. The strutting “Dead Zone Blues” confirms she moved on from Janis and Bonnie long ago to find her own extraordinarily nuanced voice. Over the aching heart title track featuring Asherson on piano and organ, Bond questions her lover with, “Could this be love, sent down from above, or are you sent to test my soul” while squeezing out a sensuous guitar solo. “My Time” is a chunky blues-rocker making a  humorous plea for respite from the contemporary phenomena of Facebook, MySpace, iPods and Twitter with, “I got what I wanted but lost what we had, but I got 2,000 friends – and that ain’t bad!” The bluesy piano of Asherson propels the swinging shuffle of “Drama Mama” as Bond issues a warning about a conniving woman and Miller embellishes with silky muted trumpet obbligatos.

The pulsing boogie of “You’re the Kind of Trouble” by Shannon and Adam Wright employs an electric piano sound and figure reminiscent of “Heard It Through the Grapevine” while Bond makes her case warning of the danger in being attracted to the “bad boy” that good women often find irresistible. The melancholy 12-bar blues of “Still Missing You” shows affecting vulnerability with, “I tried to find a new love, it don’t feel the same, wake up in the night, still call out your name, don’t know what to do, still missing you” that is inflamed by her slinky guitar solo. The easy grooving “Rick’s Boogie” is a musical valentine to Asherson with, “He puts the icing on my cake, the rhythm in my blues, that hip-shaking daddy’s guaranteed to make me move.” Aretha Franklin’s sexy “Baby I Love You” is a challenge to most singers, but Bond more than measures up with a version that could curl toes. 

On “Nothing But the Blues” Bond, explores the theme of addiction and employs the unvarnished honesty of, “You talk the talk but you can’t walk the walk, round and round in circles just for one more rock” while “Mr. B.” picks a punchy guitar solo. The soul ballad “Falling” is an intimate expression of love with Bond tenderly imploring, “You had a real hard time, don’t dwell on the past, with a little time and a little work, we can make this love last” and featuring Guin’s arousing tenor solo. “I Like it Like that” is a funky blues ostensibly about “food” with Asherson’s harp pushing Bond to espouse double entendres like, “Cooks it up in the morning, even late at night.” Appropriately ending the set is “Since I Found Love” that builds into a rollicking vamp as Bond extols the virtues of seeking and finding true love.

Debbie Bond invests every lyric with her whole being. Using her voice like a precision instrument over which she exercises complete control, she has created a world where love is a worthwhile and attainable goal.

Dave Rubin, 2005 KBA recipient in Journalism
BIOGRAPHY

Born in California to a musical family, Bond moved to Europe aged 8, where she soon fell in love with the exciting new American music of the 60s. She began to play guitar at age 12 and her first solo performance was on a Sierra Leonean TV show in West Africa at age 13. She subsequently joined her first band while attending college in Brighton England. In 1979, Bond moved back to the US and settled in Alabama where she worked with many of the blues masters, sharing her band with the late, great Johnny Shines. Together, they performed at many Southern clubs and festivals from 1981 until his death in 1992. She continued to work alongside great Alabama bluesmen, such as Jerry Boogie McCain, James Peterson, Eddie Kirkland, Sam Lay, Little Jimmy Reed, Willie King and more.
Inspired by Johnny Shines, Bond co-founded the Alabama Blues Project to promote and preserve the state's blues heritage in 1995. That year she also toured England, Ireland, Scotland and Germany opening for the Alabama duo Little Whitt and Big Bo. In 1997 she was included on a live compilation, Alabama Blues Showcase, released by the Alabama Blues Society. Through this period Bond continued to perform with her own band at clubs and festivals in Alabama; a regular at City Stages, Kentuck Festival, W.C. Handy Festival and the Chukker.
1998 saw the release of her debut album, What Goes Around Comes Around. In 2001 she was featured as one of the artist on Germany’s Taxim Records' compilation, Blues From the Heart of Dixie. With the Alabama Blues Project, she performed many "Blues in the Schools" programs and showcase concerts, often with Big Bo McGee until his untimely death in 2002. She returned to school during this period to enhance her blues education work and received an MA in American Studies, specializing in the blues, in 2002. That year she also received an Alabama/Georgia State Council on the Arts Apprenticeship Award to study guitar with Eddie Kirkland, with whom she often performed and presented school programs until his death in 2011.
In 2002 she restructured the award-winning Alabama Blues Project (ABP) into an educational non-profit. The ABP school programs and showcases featured many of the great Alabama blues musicians, with whom she regularly performed. Through the ABP she impacted thousands of students of all ages and received multiple arts and education awards, including a KBA from the Blues Foundation in 2004. Bond is also listed as an Alabama Music Hall of Fame Music Achiever.
Bond played second guitar for Alabama blues man Willie King in his band the Liberators from 2003 until his death in 2009 and also recorded on his last two albums. With King, she toured in the US from backwoods house parties and juke joints to well-known venues and festivals, including King's own Freedom Creek Blues Festival in Old Memphis, AL, the Highway 61 Blues Festival in Leland, MS, Ground Zero Blues Club, the Sunflower Festival and the Juke Joint Festival in Clarksdale, MS, the King Biscuit Festival in Helena, AR, and the Richmond Folk Festival in VA. Overseas, Bond performed with King at many European festivals, including the Cognac Blues Passions Festival in Cognac, France, the Roots and Blues Festival in Parma, Italy, and the Blues 'n' Jazz festival in Rapperswil, Switzerland.
More recently, Debbie has been performing with other notable and talented Alabama blues women in the state, such as Carroline Shines (daughter of Johnny), Shar Baby, Rachel Edwards, Sweet Claudette, and B.J. Miller. As a member of blues women showcase performances, Debbie has performed across the state, from the City of Mobile's Arts Alive Festival to the Ritz Theater in Muscle Shoals. The Alabama Bureau of Tourism declared 2011 to be the Year of Alabama Music and Debbie has featured in many Alabama music promotions, including The Oxford American, Southern Living Magazine and a PBS documentary on Alabama music. Last but not least, after years of immersion in Alabama blues, Debbie is now focusing on her own original music and, in late 2011, released her sophomore album, Hearts Are Wild.
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